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For more than a century, dentistry has answered a nation’s call to arms



If you are a faithful reader of this column—and I certainly hope you are—you 
will know that I use our mission and vision to frame my thoughts. The stories 
in this issue give me the opportunity to ponder service, the aspect of our  
mission that is the reason for our work.

To remind you (again—and not for the last time), our vision is defining  
excellence in global health. 

That’s the star we steer toward as we execute our mission of leading innovation 
in oral health education, research and service to improve quality of life.  
Education, research and service are the stated purposes of probably every  
institution of higher education. Education and research are easy to understand. 
But I think service is sometimes relegated to the status of obligatory virtue, 
more honored in the mission statement than in mission performance. 

But not here. As you know from your own practice, we use our education and 
we use research to provide service. We heal our patients; we keep our patients 
healthy; we watch the health of our communities. That’s our job. But first, it’s 
our calling—to care for others, to act in their service. 

You will read here about the school’s new mobile dental unit—an ultramodern 
dental office on wheels equipped with three complete operatories featuring the 
latest technology—which replaces the “dental van” we’ve used to bring care to 
underserved children in Chautauqua County here in Western New York for the 

past 16 years. Underserved is a term 
that obscures the people it defines—
we might better say, children who 
need us. Children we serve.

Another article in this issue  
describes the service of alumni, 

faculty, staff and students in the U.S. armed forces. That would seem to be a 
very different kind of service than our service to poor children in Chautauqua 
County or your service to your patients and community, but it’s simply another 
variation on the imperative that drives us all: Go where you’re needed. 

You will also find in this issue our thank-you to donors who made gifts to the 
school in the past year. I think of these gifts, so essential to our mission and so 
greatly appreciated by our students and faculty, as yet another kind of service, 
perhaps not in name but certainly in spirit. Your generosity is a service to the 
future. Thank you for that.

DEAN
from  

the

Michael Glick, DMD
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NewsBriefs
Genco receives 
prestigious award 
from AAP

Robert J. Genco, professor of 
oral biology, is the recipient  
of the American Academy  
of Periodontology’s (AAP)  
Distinguished Scientist Award 
for 2012. 

The AAP Distinguished  
Scientist Award is presented to 
an academy member who has 
actively contributed to the  
basic science and/or clinical  
science of periodontology 
through published literature 
and has contributed to pre- and 

postdoctoral 
education.

Genco re-
ceived the 
award in 
recognition 
of more than  

recipient of the Dean’s Award 
of Excellence in recognition of 
his efforts and contributions to 
SDM’s vision of defining  
excellence in global health.

Dean Glick also presented 
several employees with service 
pins for ongoing service to 
the university and the school. 
Awards were given for 10 years 
of service to Roger Apps, Frank 
Barnashuk, Cheryl Craft,  
Margaret Greco, Hyeong-Il Kim, 
Kimberly McCluskey and  
Barbara Weinberg.

Twenty-year service pins were 
presented to Hesham Eltagouri, 
Sandra Flash, Carole Pantera 
and Mark Townsend.

Faculty and staff members who 
have completed 30 or 40 years of 
service to UB were honored June 
19 at a reception at the home of 
UB President Satish K. Tripathi. 
Tripathi and his wife, Kamlesh, 

three decades of research, 
scholarship and service that 
contributed to the under-
standing, prevention and 
treatment of periodontal 
disease. “I am pleased and 
humbled by this recognition,” 
Genco says. “I have had a 
long and fruitful association 
with the American Academy 
of Periodontology, and to be 
honored by them is a highlight 
of my career. It is also  
recognition of the many  
colleagues I have had the 
honor of working with at UB 
and other universities.” 

The AAP, founded in 1914, is  
an 8,000-member association 
of dental professionals  
specializing in the prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment of 
diseases affecting the gums 
and supporting structures of 
the teeth. 

1 “His contributions to the  
University at Buffalo and the 
oral health community are  
immeasurable and continue to 
inspire researchers across the 
globe to pursue new discover-
ies that define excellence while 
improving quality of life,” says 
SDM Dean Michael Glick.

A 1963 graduate of the UB 
School of Dental Medicine, 
Genco received a PhD in micro-
biology and immunology from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1967.

Awards, service 
pins presented 
at annual picnic

On Aug. 20, SDM 
faculty, students and staff 
gathered on a beautiful day to 
kick off the new semester with 
some great food and conversa-
tion. Jason Chwirut was the 

International Night features Italy and Egypt

SDM’s annual International 
Night was held on June 9 at 

The Screening Room in Amherst. Two 
countries were featured: Italy and Egypt. 
Authentic foods with a variety of recipes 
were presented, and more than 85 people, 
including students, faculty and staff of the 

school, enjoyed such dishes as 
chicken breast with porcini 

mushroom in white cream 
sauce, fusilli with fresh 

pesto sauce, crostata di 

ciliegie (cherry jam pie), moussaka,  
hawawshy and koshary, among others.

Food was prepared by Carla Beneduce (UB 
2003), volunteer faculty member at the 
school, and Sandra Nairooz, ’13, and her 
friend, Diana Moya.

After enjoying plenty of delicious authentic 
food, guests were entertained by the  
cultural program, starting with “A Day  
in Ancient Rome” by Sebastiano  
Andreana, MS ‘95, associate  
professor in the 

Department of Restorative Dentistry. In his 
presentation, he described the activities of 
the ancient Romans of about 2,000 years 
ago, with 3D reconstructions of original 
buildings. The presentation also showed 
how those buildings look today.

The second cultural program was on Egypt, 
with historical notes on monuments from 
ancient Egyptian civilization presented 
by Nairooz. The presentation focused on 

monuments such as pyramids, the Great 
Sphinx of Giza and temples. Details 

on construction dates and the Pha-
raohs involved in the construc-

tion were given to 
the audience.

4
Genco
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New this year was the awarding of door 
prizes consisting of ancient Roman coins.

International Night is the brainchild of 
Andreana and Elaine Davis, associate dean 
for student affairs, who believe in the value 
of sharing cultural heritage. Since the first 
International Night so many years ago, 
numerous countries have been featured, 
including Brazil, Venezuela, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Syria, Iran, Poland, Germany, 
Korea, Yugoslavia, Thailand and India.

sebastiano andreana, 
associate professor in 
the department of  
restorative dentistry, 
center, poses with 
members of the class 
of 2013, from left: 
sandra nairooz, sakshi 
deep, alfred goodarzi 
and binal patel.

hosted the reception during 
which service-recognition pins 
were presented to Carol Colby, 
David Miesowicz and Katherine 
Vester for 30 years of service, 
and to Ming Shih Levine, ’71, for 
more than 40 years’ service.

Bush granted 
tenure

Mary Bush, ‘99, 
AEGD Cert. ‘00, has 

received continuing appoint-
ment as associate professor in 
the Department of Restorative 
Dentistry. She has been teach-
ing at the school since 2005, 
becoming a group leader in the 
Comprehensive Care Clinics in 
2012. Bush is director of the UB 
Laboratory for Forensic Odon-
tology Research, and has been 

engaged in 
advancement 
of the field, 
especially 
in the areas 
of bitemark 
analysis and 
victim identi-
fication using 

SEM analysis of dental materi-
als fragments.

Bush is on the board of direc-
tors and is past president of the 
American Society of Forensic 
Odontology. She is also a Fellow 
of the American Academy of 
Forensic Sciences, and serves 
on the editorial board for the 
Journal of Forensic Science.

3 
5 Neiders marks 50 years of teaching

Teaching for 50 years: “Who does that?” one 
might ask. Only the most dedicated, the most 
giving, the most committed and caring woman to 

all the students who cross her path. That would be Mirdza 
Neiders, known to many in the dental school as “Mitzi.”

The Department of Oral Diagnostic Sciences held a lunch 
in September in celebration of her career at SDM. During 
her academic career, Neiders was active not only as a 
teacher, but also as a mentor and researcher.

She organized many significant didactic courses in the 
dental school’s predoctoral oral medicine/pathology cur-
riculum, as well as in the advanced clinical specialty and 
graduate programs. In addition, she personally mentored 
many students, and devoted considerable time to the 
recruitment and tutoring of underrepresented students. 
She had a stellar research career, developing particular 
expertise in the areas of oral pathology, periodontal  
disease, immunology and immunofluorescence.

Among her awards, Neiders achieved the prestigious rank 
of SUNY Distinguished Teaching Professor, received the 
SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching and 
the Award for Outstanding Contributions to International 
Education at UB, in addition to being recognized as Out-
standing Professor by the SDM graduating class of 2002.

Neiders “retired” in 2004, but immediately returned and, 
for the past eight years, has taught on a “part-time” basis.

Mirdza “Mitzi” Neiders, pictured during a celebration in 
September of her 50 years of teaching at UB’s School of 
Dental Medicine.

Bush
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NewsBriefs
Dean Glick 
leads Vision 
2020 task force

SDM Dean Michael 
Glick led the Geneva-based 
FDI World Dental Federation’s 
“Vision 2020” task force, which 
issued a report in August cau-
tioning against an “unmanage-
able explosion of oral disease” 
worldwide if the problem of 
access to oral health care is 
left unchecked.

The FDI represents more than 
one million dental practitioners 
worldwide. The report was 
issued during FDI’s annual 
Congress in Hong Kong. Its 
report details a five-point plan 
for addressing the issue.

“Major inequalities in oral 
health care exist both within 
and between countries, and  
it is urgent that the worlds  
of oral health and overall 
medical health come together 
to address a crisis that is 
compromising our quality  
of life and costing us far too 
much money at a time when 
national budgets are strapped,” 
says Glick.

The FDI report highlights the 
stark disparity in access to oral 
health care, including the fact 
that in China there is one oral 
health care professional for 
every 82,000 people; in  
Ethiopia, there is one for  
every 1.3 million people.

“These numbers highlight how 
far we have to go to provide 
basic oral care to most of the 
world,” Glick says.

SDM welcomes 
new faculty, staff

The School of Dental 
Medicine welcomed a 

number of new faculty and 
staff—including many who 
graduated from SDM—this fall.

The Department of Restorative 
Dentistry has several new part-
time faculty, many of them alum-
ni of the school, including Mark 
Barone, ’85; Genene Crofut, ‘03; 
Eric D’Silva, ‘11; Elizabeth Har-
grave, ‘11; Carlos Hernandez-

Terrazas, MS, Prosthodontics 
Cert. ‘12; Michelle Mai, GPR 
Cert. ‘11; Gina Muto, ‘11; Eunhae 
Park-Hyun, ‘11; Maria Perez ‘11, 
MS ‘09; and Miyoung Yoon, ‘11.

Also assisting with teaching are 
Mosa Altassan, Prosthodontics 
Cert. ‘12; Amanda Colebeck, 
‘10; and Konstantinos Harogi-
annis, ‘10. 

Patrick Battista, ‘09, AEGD 
Cert. ‘10, Endodontics Cert. ’12, 
joined Periodontics and End-
odontics as a part-time faculty 

member, and J. Bradley Ecker, 
‘90, Pediatric Dentistry Cert. 
‘92, is now teaching in Pediatric 
and Community Dentistry; MHD 
Amer Allaymoui has been ap-
pointed in Orthodontics.

Lynne Karlsen joined the Dean’s 
Office as chief financial officer, 
while Julie Rockmaker was hired 
as CARES program coordinator. 
Other staff hires include Jill Lizak 
and Xianghui Feng in Oral Biology,  
Nateesha Harris in Clinical 
Dentistry and Kimberly Trunzo 
in Oral Diagnostic Sciences. 
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8 Andreana receives multiple honors

Sebastiano Andreana, MS ‘95, associate professor in the Department of Restor-
ative Dentistry, received the 2012 T.H. Maiman Award for Excellence in Dental 

Laser Research from the Academy of Laser Dentistry. The award was in recognition of his 
work not only as a researcher, but also as an academician and a professional clinician. 
Andreana directs the UB Center for Implant Dentistry.

He also received a unique award, Apulians in the World, presented by Pasquale Murgante, 
mayor of his hometown of Accadia, in the Apulia region of southeast Italy. This award recog-
nizes people who were born or grew up in Accadia and who reached international success, 
thereby promoting the image of the region abroad and helping others from the region.

The honor included a commissioned piece of art by Elvio Marchionni, a renowned  
Italian sculptor. Also in attendance at the ceremony on Aug. 19, 2012, were Elena Gentile, 
regional representative of the Council of Welfare, and Professor Gaetano D’Andrea on 
behalf of the Torremaggiore (Twin City)/Buffalo Association.

Sebastiano Andreana receives artwork created by noted Italian sculptor Elvio Marchionni.
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Baker lands two 
RO1 grants

Olga Baker, assistant  
professor in the 

Department of Oral Biology, 
received two RO1 grants from 
the National Institute of Dental 

Craniofacial 
Research 
this past 
summer. 
The first one 
is to study 
how new 
lipid media-

H is  t or  y  C orner   

9 

“4F” – Urban Myth or Fact Based?

Many recruits in both the Union and  
Confederate military were rejected for 
dental reasons. At that time, instructions 
for the examination of a drafted man were 
for the surgeon to ascertain “whether he 
has a sufficient number of teeth in good 
condition to masticate his food properly, 
and to tear his cartridge quickly and with 
ease. The cartridge is torn with the incisor, 
canine or bicuspid teeth.” In other words, 
the soldier was expected to be able to tear 
open the gun powder cartridge cover with 
his front teeth, so as to load or reload his 
rifle quickly. Current military Standards of 
Medical Fitness state, among other items, 
that “current insufficient natural healthy 
teeth … do not meet the standard.” We 
do know that the expression 4F (unfit for 
military service) was not widely used until 
World War II, but could it be that the origin 
of the expression “4F” started with the 
Civil War draftees—if you didn’t have “four 
front teeth” you were not eligible to serve? 
Myth or fact?

—Robin L. Comeau

tors called “resolvins” could 
resolve inflammation in  
Sjogren’s syndrome.

The second RO1 grant is to 
study how fibrin hydrogels can 
be used to enhance cell dif-
ferentiation in salivary glands 
to build an artificial salivary 
gland. Both projects involve 
resolution of inflammation and 
clinically applicable implants, 
and will bring tangible benefits 
to those who suffer from  
hyposalivation.

baker

Eighth District Dental Society shares 
grant with CARES program

The Eighth Dis-
trict Dental Society received a 
grant from the Health Founda-
tion for Western and Central New 
York to support strategies direct-
ed at improving the oral health 
of seniors in the community.

A portion of this grant was giv-
en to the UB CARES program to 
provide financial assistance to 
elderly patients receiving oral 
health treatment at the school.

CARES is an innovative social 
work program in its 11th year 
of providing assistance to  
patients of the dental school. 

The program addresses their 
psychosocial needs, including  
financial health, mental health, 
transportation and care-giving 
issues, in an effort to improve 
access to oral health care and 
patient retention.

From left: Ann Monroe, president, Health Foundation for Western 
and Central New York; Brendan Dowd, ‘86, president, Eighth District 
Dental Society; Valerie Fatta, CARES clinic director; Vicki Prager, 
executive director, Eighth District Dental Society; and Fadi Ayoub, 
‘97, clinical assistant professor and CARES advisory board member.

10 

Photo courtesy of the association of 
army dentistry, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.
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New mobile dental unit has arrived
S-miles To Go, SDM’s outreach vehicle, has arrived and was put into service this fall. Its arrival was 

celebrated at two ribbon-cutting events in November at UB and in Chautauqua County, where the 

unit will make regular visits.

Constructed by LifeLine Mobile in Columbus, Ohio, the new unit is a 42-foot mobile, three-chair 

dental clinic built on a semi-trailer base and equipped for service to children at elementary schools 

in Chautauqua County. Features include a wheelchair lift, a panoramic X-ray unit, digital radiography, 

an intake/education area and electronic patient record. With increased capacity, the program also 

will conduct a pilot program in Erie County in the spring at several Buffalo Public Schools.

S-miles To Go

8 UBDentist FALL 2012



The new vehicle was funded 
in large part through a grant from the 
Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration (HRSA). Significant contribu-
tions to the project also were received 
from the Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation 
and the Lenna Foundation. The School 
of Dental Medicine has been operating 
a mobile dental program in Chautauqua 
County at 24 sites for the past 15 years, 
averaging 3,100 patient visits each year.

The county is designated as a Dental 
Health Profession Shortage Area, with 
few dentists serving Medicaid-eligible 
patients. The S-miles To Go program 
will continue the school’s efforts to 
overcome barriers to children seek-
ing dental services, such as finding 
dental providers, transportation to the 

provider’s office, distance between the 
provider’s office and the family’s home, 
and parents who are unable to take time 
off from work.

It will offer a full range of services, 
including preventive interventions, re-
storative treatment, referrals for acute 
cases and educational services.

“This was truly a team effort for the past 
16 months to create this wonderful envi-
ronment for the children to continue to 
receive great oral health services,” says 
Pamela Jones, PhD ‘85, assistant dean, 
who served as project coordinator.

Thanks are due to many, but especially  
those staffing the clinic: Barbara Moore,  
‘95, Pediatric Dentistry Cert. ‘97, clinic 
director; Michael Phillips, ‘95, Pediatric 
Dentistry Cert. ‘97, dentist; and Sarah 

Caro-Barry, ‘11, AEGD Cert. ‘12, dentist; 
Lynne Ryan, dental hygienist; Deana 
Hazen, dental assistant; and James 
Harris, operations manager.

Thanks also go to individuals who 
facilitated the development, design and 
construction of the unit: Joseph Bernat, 
‘73, Pediatric Dentistry Cert. ‘75, MS ‘83,  
HRSA grant principal investigator and 
chair of the Department of Pediatric and 
Community Dentistry; James Harris, 
director of clinical business operations; 
Stephen Colombo, director of clinical 
operations; Paul Bell, information  
technology; Kevin Lizak, clinical 
dentistry; Jason Chwirut, academic 
services; Edward Morrison, marketing; 
and Donald Elick, UB Office of Corporate 
and Foundation Relations.
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Seventy-eight percent of the students are 
from New York State, while 17 percent hail from 
out of state; there are four Canadian students and 
one each from Korea and Tanzania. Five students 
are in the combined BS/DDS degree program 
and four are in the early assurance program. The 

remaining 81 students were selected from among 1,834 applicants. 
A few statistics for the Class of 2016: It is 47 percent female, the 
average age is 24 and the mean GPA is 3.28.

The UB School of Dental Medicine Class of 2016 
comprises 90 dental students from more than 50 colleges and 
universities. Consistent with years past, the majority arrived with a 
collegiate background in biology, but a variety of other majors are 
represented, including business/finance, communication studies, 
management, mathematics, architecture and computer technology.

23 ENROLLEES joined the Class of 2014 
in May through the International Dentist 
Program. Seven of these students were from 
out of state and 16 were international, with 
18 females among the class members. The 
average age is 29.

brittany kraft, enjoying conversation 
with classmates during orientation.

Welcoming  
   the SDM Class of2016

christina o’brien is cloaked by donald antonson, 
associate dean for academic affairs., 
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A few students arrived after spending time on another  
career path, like the enrollee who worked as a pharmaceutical sales  
representative before being nudged in the right direction; or the  
student who previously spent several years as a public school 
teacher in a tough Chicago neighborhood.

gregg riess approves of orientation lunch.

ADVANCED EDUCATION RESIDENTS/STUDENTS—FALL 2012

AEGD

Ruba Abunijem
Muayad Alfuraih
Phillip Huber
Yoon Kim
Sarah Palmer
Iosef Sadykov
Alexandra  

Zemskova

BIOMATERIALS

Saleh Alhijji
Riddhi Jadhav
Stephen Rogers

ENDODONTICS

Hani Ghabbani
Constance Jin
Nathan Schoenly

ORAL BIOLOGY

Andrew McCall

ORAL AND  
MAXILLOFACIAL 
PATHOLOGY

Hattan Zaki

ORAL SCIENCES

Bilal Annanba
Ruba Mahmoud 

(TMD)

ORAL and  
maxillofacial 
SURGERY

Oluwasegun  
Olabode

Matthew Rossen

ORTHODONTICS

Nour Almunajjed 
Allahham

Hamad Alqahtani
David Dayan
Abdul Hanoun
David Lazzara
John Palmer
Cassandra Pogal-

Sussman

PEDIATRIC  
DENTISTRY

Michael Christensen
Trisha Gillen
Tiffany Jadoo
Aruna Rao
Cecelia Thompson
Blake Tucker

PERIODONTICS

Hania Alkudmani
Hytham Fageeh
Nicola Valente

PROSTHODONTICS

Mohammed  
Albarqawi

Maryam Mobarhan
Beecher Whiteaker

A rigorous orientation was held for both groups, 
including welcomes, tours, presentations on 
student services and medical terminology, 
computer laptop and software training, supply 
distributions, social events and the beginning 
of classes. It culminated in Family Day on Aug. 
10 as students—joined by their families, faculty, 
staff and upperclassmen—were welcomed into the dental 
profession at the White Coat Ceremony.

DEAN GLICK WITH STUDENT LANCE GUNTER, 
CLOAKED BY ANNE MEYER, ASSOCIATE DEAN 
FOR RESEARCH. BELOW, STEVEN LEONIDAS 
RECEIVES HIS WHITE COAT.

DENTAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
PRESIDENT JOSHUA HUTTER, 
‘05, CLOAKS DONNA SCOTT.



the Call
Answering

While Edgar Stanford was studying in college in Buffalo in the early 1940s, his brother,  

Joseph, was facing a far different, more terrifying, scenario on the other side of the globe.

Joseph Stanford had been captured by the Japanese during the fall of the Philippine Islands. Upon hearing 

the news, though, Edgar decided to forego his studies and enlisted in the Navy in the hopes that he would 

locate his brother. Edgar became a fighter pilot and earned the rank of lieutenant, flying a number of 

combat missions. Joseph eventually would be freed in 1945.

After being shot down and rescued at sea, Edgar served as a pilot for Navy Rescue Squadron VH-3, which  

received a Navy Unit Commendation for “saving the lives of 121 downed airmen adrift at sea by making open sea 

landings in seaplanes under heavy fire from enemy shore batteries and aircraft,” according to his obituary.

After returning home from the war, Edgar continued his studies and earned his DDS from UB’s dental school 

in 1951. Edgar practiced in Kenmore until 1991; he died in 2003 at age 81.

SDM alumni, staff and students recall valuable experience  
gained through military service

By DAVID J. HILL
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the Call
Answering

Then there’s Walter Sielski, who after graduating from UB dental opened a practice on Fillmore Avenue in 

Buffalo in 1935, only to close it a few years later to serve in the Army during World War II. On D-Day, Sielski 

watched his landing craft explode as he and his team made their way onto Omaha Beach. Along the way, he 

helped carry his friend, Joseph Zumpano of Yonkers, when the water was too deep for the shorter Zumpano.

Remarkable as these two stories are, they are but a small sampling of the numerous—and often  

harrowing—tales of SDM alumni  and staff who’ve proudly served in the military. In fact, UB’s School of 

Dental Medicine has a long and rich history of dedicated individuals who have served, dating back to 1911 

with the creation of the U.S. Army Dental Corps, a team of dental surgeons who performed dental work on  

recruits who would otherwise be rejected from military service for defective teeth.

On the occasion of the 100-year anniversary of the creation of the Dental Corps, we share some stories of 

the impact military service has had on SDM and the dental school’s contributions to military service.

SDM alumni, staff and students recall valuable experience  
gained through military service

Photos courtesy 
of the association 

of army dentistry, 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.
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Over the past century, an impressive 
number of SDM alumni have attained prestigious ranks 
in the military, including a few flag rank officers, such as 
Patrick D. Sculley, ’73, who retired from the U.S. Army 
in 2002 with the rank of major general. He served as 
deputy surgeon general of the Army, chief of the Army 
Dental Corps and chief of staff of the U.S. Army Medical 
Command. Another SDM alumnus, Russell J. Czerw, 
’87, led the Army Dental Corps from 2006 to 2010.

Roger Triftshauser, ’61, a longtime supporter of  
the dental school, attained the rank of rear admiral 
(upper half) in the Navy. “I am proud to say I chose the 
Navy Dental Corps. I am also proud to say my naval 
career began right here at our school of dentistry,” says 
Triftshauser, who serves as president of the Lee Coast 
Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America 
in Fort Myers/Sanibel, Fla.

Interestingly, the reasons for serving in the military 
aren’t all that different for more recent graduates, such 
as Amie Heim, ’12, than they were for UB alumni de-
cades ago. Heim is a lieutenant with the 1st Dental Bat-
talion/Naval Dental Center at Camp Pendleton, Calif.

“I chose to pursue dentistry in the military for 
many reasons,” Heim says, adding that several family 
members, including her father and grandfather, served. 
“Their willingness to serve is something I have always 
admired. It is an honor to be given the opportunity to 
follow in their footsteps and a 
privilege to treat those who fight 
for our country.”

alumni stories 
of military 
service

Through emailed 
responses and research, 
we offer the following 
inspiring stories involving 
SDM alumni.

o o o

He served his country as 
a Naval officer over three 
decades with pride and 
dedication, including service 
as senior dental officer on 
board the USS Saratoga and 
as Chief of Oral Pathology at 
the Armed Forces Institute 
of Pathology on the campus 
of Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center, for which he was 
awarded the Legion of Merit 
medal for outstanding perfor-
mance of duty. He was among 
the first research investiga-
tors in the U.S. to apply the 
Scanning Electron Micro-
scope to studies of biologic 
tissues.

From the obituary of  
Capt. Seymour Hoffman, ‘45

U.S. Navy

o o o

I received a letter in 1951 
from Selective Service direct-
ing me to volunteer. If I did not 
volunteer I would be drafted. 
… My bride and I packed a 
couple of suitcases and went 
to Kelly Air Force Base in San 
Antonio, Texas. … At the base 
we were given living quarters 
and a book, “The Air Officers’ 
Guide.” I was given a uniform 
allowance and directions to 
the clothing sales store. I 
bought summer and winter 
uniforms, socks and shoes, an 
Eisenhower jacket and silver 
First Lieutenant bars. I used 
the guide to show me where 
to place the bars, and how to 
return a salute. The Air Force 
wanted me to take care of the 
dental needs of the troops 
and wasted no time. I was as-
signed to a dental dispensary 
with another dentist, Lt. Larry 
Lang, from Indiana. … He had 
accomplished three times as 
much as I did. And it was all 
first class. That was my first 
big lesson. I had thought that 
it was not possible to be both 
good and fast. After a few 
months there was a call for 
volunteers to serve in Japan. I 
raised my hand. A few months 
later my wife and I were liv-
ing with a Japanese family in 
Nishi Ogikubo in the western 
part of Tokyo. I worked at the 

Air Force hospital in 
Tachikawa, a short 
train ride away. It was 
a magic year, living in 
a world where people 
were always kind to 
us. The Dental Depart-
ment had seventeen 
dentists and was run 
by Col. Edward McCue. 
For one month I was his 
assistant. I was amazed 
at how he could perform 
intricate surgery, and  
yet the following day  
the patient looked like 
nothing had happened. 
“My teacher told me, 
‘Treat the tissue like  
velvet,’” he explained.

Maurice Varon, ‘48

U.S. Air Force

1. Major GEN. Patrick D. Sculley, ’73, who 
served as chief of the u.s. army dental corps 
from 1999-2002. 2. Major Gen. Russell J. Czerw, 
’87, who served as corps chief from 2006-10.  
3. Maurice Varon, ‘48, (far Left), whose story  
appears to the right of the photo.

1

2

3
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Ellen Donohue, ’13, will serve a three-year commitment 
in the Air Force after graduating in May. “I was prompted to 
serve because I am very thankful to live in a country where I 
have the option to fulfill any dream,” she says. “I am humbled 
by the sacrifices of our military and their families, and  
consider it an honor to have the opportunity to help them 
take care of their health.”

Each year, SDM students take their skills to the military. 
Over the past two decades, approximately 65 SDM students 
have entered military service either during or immediately 
upon graduating from dental school, including 20 in the three 
most recent graduating classes. The Navy and the Air Force 
are the two most popular branches, as nearly 75 percent of 
SDM grads have chosen either branch, while 25 percent have 
served in the Army, according to dental school records. Eleven 
percent of the SDM graduates who’ve served are women.

Impact on the school
While military service clearly affected the students who 
enlisted, the armed forces also had an impact on the school 
itself. Perhaps nowhere is this more evident than a photo of 
a Class of 1947 that hangs among the other class photos on 

the third floor of Squire Hall. Every single graduate is 
pictured in a military uniform.

World War II caused a sub-
stantial drop in enrollment in 
the school. “From 1942 to 1945, 
most students were either in 
an Army or Navy reserve unit 
and had close order drill and 
other service duties under the 
direction of non-commissioned 
officers during the regular 
school day,” notes a section in 
“Roots of Renown,” a history of 
the UB dental school authored 
by Richard A. Powell, ’49, a 
former associate dean and  
director of clinics who served as 
an officer in the U.S.  
Marines during World War II. 
“As during World War I,  
many served overseas with 
distinguished records.”

Among them was George D. 
Selfridge, ’47, who rose to the 
rank of rear admiral in the U.S. 
Navy Dental Corps and served 
as chief of the Dental Corps  
before retiring from the service. 
After the military, Selfridge 
served as dean of the School of 

Dentistry at Washington University 
in St. Louis.

The war, as one could imagine, had  
a pronounced effect on SDM students.  
Subsequent classes consisted of service veterans who  
harbored a no-nonsense attitude.

“After fighting the Germans and the Japanese, they wanted 
to learn in a hurry and were a bit overbearing to young  
faculty,” according to a passage from “Roots of Renown.” The 
classes also were cut short a year due to the war. Students 
entering the school in 1947 enrolled in the traditional  
four-year curriculum.

o o o

Barber joined the Army in  
1942 and became a Teletype 
mechanic in the Signal Corps. 
He landed at Utah Beach  
during the Normandy Invasion 
and survived the Battle of the 
Bulge as well as combat in the 
Ardennes and the Rhineland 
only to be injured while riding a 
captured German motorcycle.

From the obituary of Donald 
R. Barber, ‘51

U.S. Army

o o o

During Army combat in  
Europe in 1944-45, Throm was 
wounded by a hand grenade, 
captured by Nazi soldiers and 
held in a prison camp. While 
pretending to pick up Red 
Cross food packages, he and 
two other soldiers escaped and 
hid in a church basement until 
American troops advanced and 
found them. He was awarded 
the Purple Heart.

From the obituary of Charles 
M. Throm, ‘52

U.S. Army

o o o

I was an Indian school dentist 
most of the time, but trav-
eled to five Indian pueblos 
along the Rio Grande River. 
My patients were comprised 
of school children at the 
school and the pueblos. … The 
Pueblo people are largely an 
agrarian community and good 
natured. … It was an honor to 
be there. We were welcomed 
into their homes and to see 
the traditional Indian dances 
of the seasons. To see the 
American west 55 years ago 
was the thrill of a lifetime. The 
grandeur, beauty and vastness 
of the United States is not 
duplicated anywhere else in 
the world.

Joseph A. LaNasa, ‘57

U.S. Public Health Service

o o o

After graduating from Elmira 
Free Academy, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Marine Corps in  
September 1946, training 
with the Underwater Demoli-
tion Team, known today as 
the U.S. Navy Seals. During 
the Korean War, Jack fought 
at the Battle of the Chosin 
Reservoir under the com-
mand of Col. “Chesty” Puller, 
and was presented the Navy 
Commendation Medal for 
Valor by the Colonel himself.

From the obituary of John J. 
“Jack” Aber, ‘59

U.S. Navy

o o o

One of my most precious 
memories was being on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Wash-
ington, D.C., in 1956 when 
President “Ike” was inaugu-
rated. I could almost touch 
him as his car went by, and 
also going to several inaugu-
ral parties that night. Would I 
do it again? By all means!

Ret. Col. Salvator J.  
LaMastra, ‘55

U.S. Air Force

o o o

I joined the U.S. Navy Reserve 
in 1955 with the rank of Ensign 
while still in the third year of 
dental school. Upon gradua-
tion I was given the rank of LT 
JG and assigned to the dental 
clinic at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard. My duties, along with 
about eight other recent den-
tal school graduates, were to 
serve on the so-called “amal-
gam line,” where we saw eight 
to 10 patients a day, primarily 
for restorative dentistry. ... All 
in all, I enjoyed my experience 
in the Navy Dental Corps. In 
addition to gaining valuable 
clinical experience, I had many 
very interesting experiences, 
met many interesting people, 
and learned much about the 
U.S. Navy.

Norman Mohl, ‘56

U.S. Navy
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‘A great honor’ to serve
Dozens of SDM alumni, faculty and staff have served via 
the Dental Corps, including four alumni who in 1918 were 
members of U.S. Army Dental Co. No. 1 in Camp Greenleaf, 
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. At that time, the Army surgeon general 
requested that each dental school in the U.S. provide four 
new graduates for dental service. Sheridan Waite was 
among the men chosen by SDM Dean Daniel Squire.

“A letter from the War Department arrived July 25 
[1918] calling for active duty and another on August 
16 with reporting orders in 5 or 6 days,” Waite wrote. 
“Dental Company No. 1 was a busy camp on my arrival 
at Camp Greenleaf. The flu epidemic had hit the camp and I 

noticed the flag was at half mast, not a good welcome.”
Since World War I, many alums 

have found a rewarding calling in the 
Dental Corps.

“It was a great honor to lead the 
Army dental care system,” Sculley 
says from his home in San Antonio, 
Texas. Sculley became the Army 
Dental Corps’ 23rd chief, serving 
from 1998 to 2002. At the same 
time, he was the Army’s deputy  
surgeon general and chief of staff of 
the U.S. Army Medical Command.

In 2009, he became executive 
dean of the Postgraduate Dental 
College at the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences 

in Bethesda, Md., where he is 
also vice president for university 
programs.

Sculley says he took great 
pride in the opportunity he had 
to empower individuals below 
his command to flourish and 
develop their skills, including 
people like Czerw, whom Sculley 
promoted to colonel.

“I’ve been given opportunities 
beyond my wildest imagina-
tion,” Sculley says of his time in 
the Army, which allowed him to 
serve in the House of Delegates 
of the American Dental Association 
and become board-certified in both 
comprehensive dentistry and oral medicine.

“I had a great academic and clinical background from 
UB,” Sculley adds. “I certainly wasn’t behind any of my  
colleagues, and I was able to rapidly build on that foundation.” 

The leadership positions Sculley held during his dental 
school days prepared him for many of the leadership roles he 
would assume upon joining the Army.

Sculley says the Army Dental Corps offers dental students 
a wealth of unique opportunities and challenges. “You’re 
going to be pushed to be the best you can. The Army Dental 
Corps lives that slogan,” he says. “There are wonderful op-
portunities for education, travel, peer practice and leadership 
that can set you up for tremendous success, not only while 
serving, but throughout the rest of your life.”

While the Dental Corps has undergone various changes over 
the past 100 years, its mission, Sculley says, has remained 

o o o

I joined the Army voluntarily 
after dental school since I 
was not sure if I wanted to be 
a general dentist or special-
ist. After going through basic 
training I was assigned to 
a military unit in Schwein-
furt, Germany, which was a 
town on the border with East 
Germany at a time when the 
Berlin Wall had just been 
erected, not only in Berlin but 
also separating East Germany 
from West Germany. I joined 
the Army because two of my 
uncles had served in the Army 
and I had a strong respect for 
them. They were a source of 
encouragement to me.

Sebastian G. Ciancio, ’61, 
SUNY Distinguished Service 
Professor, UB School of  
Dental Medicine

U.S. Army

o o o

He served in the Army’s Third 
Infantry, the Old Guard, in 
Washington, D.C., from 1950 
to 1961 as a member of the 
Presidential Honor Guard at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
Dr. Jauch’s last major  
ceremony while in the Army 
was the inauguration of  
President John F. Kennedy.

From the obituary of David E. 
Jauch, ‘68

U.S. Army

o o o

I entered the Navy as an Ensign 
(in 1960), retired as a Captain 
and can truly say I enjoyed every 
day of my active duty career. I 
don’t remember why I joined 
the Navy, but do not regret it.

Ed Monaco, ’75, clinical  
assistant professor, Restorative 
Dentistry, UB School of Dental 
Medicine

U.S. Navy

world war i Navy dental field 
kit, displayed in George w. ferry 
dental museum, squire hall.

o o o

Considering that I was only 18 
years old when I enlisted in 
the Army, being overseas was 
an experience that had a  
tremendous influence on 
molding my personality. It was 
sort of a family tradition to 
“join up” after high school and 
go to college afterwards. My 
older brother was a Korean 
War veteran, and my younger 
brother went into the Navy a 
year after I joined the Army. 
While stationed in Germany, 
I seized the opportunity to 
see most of Europe. It made 
me realize how fortunate and 
proud I was to be an American.

Gerald Suess, ‘72

U.S. Army
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the same. “The basic mission hasn’t changed, and that’s 
to maintain the dental readiness of the force,” he says, 
adding that the Dental Corps played a significant role in 
advancing the field of dentistry.

Czerw writes in the forward to a history of U.S. Army 
dentistry, published in 2007: “Today, our great Army 
Dental Corps remains a lynchpin of Army readiness as we 
practice dentistry and serve with distinction as soldiers 
and officers supporting the global war on terrorism.”

Dental officers certainly have come a long way over the 
past century. “The dental profession really came of age when 
dental officers became commissioned in 1911,” Sculley says.

S.W. Foster, an Atlanta dentist, noted the elevated status 
of dentistry in an address he delivered in April 1918 at the 
annual meeting of the Mississippi State Dental Association 
and reprinted in The Dental Cosmos.

“When [World War I] burst upon Europe in 1914, the 
position of the dental surgeon in our Army was that of  
contract dentist,” Foster said in his speech. “Today, Congress 
has honored him with rank and emoluments equal to those 
of the medical profession. This recognition, which the 
dental profession has sought for in vain in the years past, 
has been given by reason of the splendid work done toward 
the relief of the injured.”

UB’s dental school has taken great pride in the military 
contributions of its alumni. Pride in both military service 
and dentistry runs deep for many SDM alumni, and the 
experiences they enjoyed as dental officers stick with them 
long after they leave military service. “I realize today many 
young dentists are not interested in the service. They not 
only miss a great opportunity for professional growth, 
they also lose out on great leadership development,” says 
Michael W. Gawkins, ’62.

“I can honestly say that as proud as I am of my DDS 
from the University of Buffalo, I just as greatly value my 
commission and honorable discharge,” Gawkins adds. 
“They both were framed next to each other in my office 
during my 48 years of practice.”

o o o

I wanted to do my part and 
use my new skills to help 
those who are risking their 
lives for the rest of us. This 
non-financial benefit was 
important to me. I also feel 
that the Army is a great 
place to hone your skills as a 
dentist with top-notch facili-
ties and an enormous dental 
need. My grandfather, Lester 
Bardwell, flew dirigibles 
over South America during 
World War II. He did not live 
long enough to see me enter 
military service and I would 
like for him to know that he 
was a strong influence in my 
participation.

Rick Hill, ‘15

U.S. Army

o o o

See these and other stories 
that we didn’t have room to 
print at www.ubdentalalumni.
org. Many thanks to all who 
shared their stories. For more 
in-depth information on the 
history of the Dental Corps, 
visit these websites:

http://tinyurl.com/
dc-historybrief

http://tinyurl.com/ 
army-dental-corps-history

The school is working to  
develop a more permanent 
tribute to fellow members who 
served in the military. If you 
would like to donate to this 
effort, contact Dr. Michael 
Hatton at hatton@buffalo.edu.

o o o

My first assignment on active 
duty was as a new major at 
Ft. Bragg. I spent two years 
jumping out of airplanes, 
traveling worldwide and treat-
ing the finest soldiers in the 
world. (I also met my hus-

band there!) … Needless to 
say, the most challenging 
was deploying the dental 

unit (35 dentists and 73 
auxiliary personnel) to Iraq 
for one year. This year was 
bittersweet in that the family 
separation was difficult but 
the professional and personal 
development could not have 
been gained anywhere else.

Dianne Pannes, ‘94

U.S. Army

o o o

Remembrances: Four months 
of fun in a live minefield on-
board the minesweeper USS 
Adroit off the coast of Kuwait 
during Operation Desert 
Storm, 1991. The Navy cer-
tainly kept its promise when 
it said “Join the Navy, see the 
world.” Getting an email from 
some guy named Petraeus 
shortly after this little ole 
Reservist from Buffalo re-
ported to NATO headquarters 
in Kabul!

Kurt Winter, assistant to the 
chair, Oral Biology

U.S. Navy

members of the ub student army training corps stand 
in formation at fort porter in buffalo, n.y., in 1918.
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And you can be sure it’s good. Among his other avocations (orchids 
and photography), Guttenberg is an excellent cook, good enough to 
have cooked for one of Buffalo’s two French restaurants when he was a 
dental student.

Guttenberg maintains a busy practice as director of the Washington 
Institute for Mouth, Face and Jaw Surgery on K Street. He is chairman 
of the training and education committee of the oral surgery residency 
program at the Washington Hospital Center, where he trained as an oral 
surgeon from 1971-74 after serving in the Army Dental Corps. Guttenberg 
is a past president of the American College of Oral and Maxillofacial Sur-
geons. He has a list of awards and honors as long as his arm, and this year 
he published “Comesis of the Mouth, Face and Jaws” (Wiley-Blackwell).

A double twist of fate put Guttenberg on the path toward oral surgery. 
He was on his way home to Buffalo on Feb. 28, 1968, from the funeral 
of a classmate, Donald Kozlowski, who’d died in a snowmobile accident, 
when the car he was riding in skidded on ice and crashed near Utica, N.Y.

Guttenberg suffered broken arms, a broken back, a broken jaw and 
other injuries. He spent a month in a Utica hospital. During the long 
stay, he became interested in the rhythms of the hospital world and the 
work of the surgeons. Guttenberg, whose father was a dental techni-
cian with a lab in Passaic, N.J., had intended to be a general dentist or 
a prosthodontist. He’s still proud of winning the George Snow Prize in 
Fixed Prosthodontics at UB.

Guttenberg came to UB as an undergraduate because he wanted to 
go to dental school. He formed bonds as an undergraduate and a dental 
student that he thinks are special to Buffalo and UB. Now he’s support-

ing the school with a $1 million bequest. “Because of my 
education, my life has been enriched in so many ways, with 
the great professional opportunities, with the great friends 
I made. I feel an obligation to give back.”

When Guttenberg was lying in the hospital, Richard Powell, 
the tough-as-nails dean of students, assigned a student to take 
notes in all the classes and lectures he was missing—compre-
hensive notes in clear handwriting—and that got him through 
the year on time. Looking back, he still feels “blessed” by the 
way the school rallied around him. He wants to pass that on.

— Judson Mead

The story of  
Steve Guttenberg  
and lifelong bonds
D.C. dentist makes $1 million bequest to SDM
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When Steve Guttenberg, DDS ’69 & BA ’65, got together with UB friends in Washington, D.C., to break the 
Yom Kippur fast this year, the meal started with pieces of the challah he’d baked, as it has all the years they’ve 
gathered. Marriage and children have swelled the core group—which includes Marc Doctors, DDS ’71, Dan 
Deutsch, DDS ’71, and Wolf Blitzer, BA ’70—to more than 50. A second-generation celebrant told Guttenberg 
that every year of his life he’s broken the fast with a piece of his challah.

steve guttenberg, now—and then!

18 UBDentist FALL 2012



$50,000 and above
Nobel Biocare
Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation Inc.
Straumann

$10,000 - $49,999
Church & Dwight Co., Inc.      
DentaQuest Foundation      
Daniel J. Deutsch, DDS `71    
A. James Felli, CRT `78, MS `78, 

DDS `76
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Michael Glick 
Ivoclar Vivadent AG 
Lumenis Inc.
Oral Health America
Murray S. Rosenthal, DDS `63 
UB Dental Alumni Association

$5,000 - $9,999   
Sebastian G. Ciancio, DDS `61, 

and Marilyn J. Ciancio,  
EdM `82, BA `75

Judith M. Collord      
Dentsply International  
Eastern Dentists Insurance  

Company 
Kerr Corporation
Joan H. Lynch, DDS `91    
Charles A. Smith II, DDS `64
John H. Twist, DDS `61

$2,500 - $4,999
Badar M. Al-Shammari, MS `07    
Richard F. Andolina, DDS `80    
Baker Victory Services      
John D. Berner, CRT `79, DDS `78, 

MS `74, and Cathleen C.  
Berner, BS `75 

William R. Calnon, DDS `78
Michael A. Chanatry, DDS `77    
Colgate-Palmolive Company      
Kevin A. D’Angelo, DDS `81, and 

Elizabeth A. Schisa-D’Angelo, 
DDS `81

Dentsply L.D. Caulk Division
Glen C. Donnarumma, CRT `90, 

DDS `86
Stephen D. Fisher, CRT `80, CRT 

`79, DDS `76
Ryan B. Goldstein, DDS `01, BA `97    
Ivan T. Lee, DDS `84    	

Stephanie T. Mucha      
New York State Dental Association      
Susan G. Rifkin, DDS `82, BA `78  
James J. Schlesinger, MD `86, 

CRT `80, DDS `79, and Cheryl 
V. Schlesinger

Steven Vukas and Kelly Tsimidis, 
DDS `97

Western New York Dental Group PC      
Xinsheng Zhu

$1,000 - $2,499
Gary J. Alexander, CRT `83, DDS `81 
Ibtisam H. Al-Hashimi, PhD `89, 

MS `85  
David L. Anderson, DDS `94, BA 

`90, BA `90, and Dr. Marca J. 
Lam-Anderson, MS `94, BS `91

Mariane Bafile      
Anthony J. Benison, CRT `63    
Jane D. Brewer, MS `85, CRT `82, 

DDS `78
David H. Brown, DDS `83, and 

Beth Reilly, CRT `85, DDS `84
Robert Calcagno, DDS `78    
Vincent S. Campanino, DDS ‘90  
Albert P. Cavallari, CRT `87, DDS 

‘85 and Amy R. Bryan, DDS `85 
John S. Cella, DDS `85    
Robert Y. Chen, MS `06    
To Yei Choy, DDS `84    
Robin L. Comeau, MLS `03, BA `00  
Mark G. Conners, DDS `89    
Eric K. Cottrell, DDS `93    
Peter J. D’Arrigo, DDS `71, BA `66  
Mark S. DeNunzio, DDS `80
Scott E. Dillingham, DDS `82    
Donald R. Dolan Jr., DDS `77    
Mary Beth Dunn, CRT `93, DDS `90  
Rosemary Dziak      
Sanford H. Eisen, DDS `71    
Daniel H. Farr, DDS `84, BA `76  
Elizabeth W. Feagans      
Stuart B. Feuer, CRT `83, DDS `82      
Timothy C. Fish, DDS `84    
Chi D. Fu, DDS `95, BS `86  
Vincent F. Fuschino, DDS `71    
Robert J. Genco, DDS `63, and 

Frances Genco
James A. Getchonis, DDS `64    
Louis J. Goldberg and Carla  

Goldberg
Susanne T. Grennell, DDS `75    

Frederick J. Halik, DDS `46    
James M. Harris and Elizabeth 

Harris
Thomas E. Hartnett, DDS `79    
Barbara J. Hole and George T. Hole
Stephen Hung, DDS `93    
Neal L. Jones, MS `09    
John T. Kahler Jr., DDS `54    
Trevor Keller, DDS `97    
Walter A. Kurosko, DDS `77, and 

Bonnie D. Kurosko
Andrew L. MacDonald, CRT `91, 

DDS `89  
Thomas S. Mang, PhD `83, MS `79  
Sheldon R. Mann, DDS `80    
Charles A. Marchetta, DDS `79    
Willard D. McCall Jr.      
Stephen L. McKee, DDS `09, and 

Janna McKee
James P. McPartlon Jr., DDS `61    
Trevor N. Medbery, DDS `78    
Anthony C. Mesolella, DDS `88    
Jeffrey C. Miller, CRT `84    
Colin A. Morton, DDS `97, 

and Nancy A. Cavotta-Morton, 
DDS `97

Carlos A. Munoz-Viveros and 
Jenny Sy-Munoz 

Richard K. Ohrbach, PhD `96,  
MA `93, MS `89, and Louise E. 
Ferretti, PhD `96, MA `93

Jeffrey P. Panara, DDS `90    
James R. Predmore, DDS `82
Progressive Dental PLLC    
Robert D. Putnam, DDS `67, and 

Lucille M. Putnam
James M. Ross, CRT `85, DDS `84  
Joseph P. Rowbottom, DDS `66    
Eric W. Ruckert, DDS `79    
Joseph L. Rumfola, DDS `02    

Anthony D. Sabino, DDS `72    
Douglas A. Sandmann, CRT `88, 

DDS `87 
Adolph K. Schmidt, DDS `62,  

BA `58 (deceased)
Edward H. Segal, DDS `90    
Steven R. Sessler, DDS `00    
Othman Shibly, DDS `95, MS `95
Charles E. Sinatra, DDS `63    
Michael F. Skrip, DDS `77    
Nicholas J. Smith, BA `99    
William G. Smith, DDS `63    
James R. Snodgrass, CRT `92
Richard S. Sobel, DDS `67    
Frank Soltiz, CRT `82, DDS `81   
Andrew Spadinger, DDS `90   
Burton Spiller, DDS `56    
Jeffrey H. Stein, DDS `86    
Julius A. Stephens, DDS `76    
Steven M. Stern, DDS `87, and 

Debbie Stern
Gary P. Swistak, DDS `75    
James P. Szlyk, DDS `75    
Mark L. Teach, DDS `76    
Douglas A. Trolley, CRT `93, DDS `92
Ultradent Products Inc.      
Roger D. Urlaub, DDS `81    
Michael J. Vacanti, DDS `58    
Robert W. VanWicklin
Lawrence E. Volland, DDS `75    
Andrew G. Vorrasi, DDS `80, and 

Susan T. Vorrasi
Robert E. Warner, DDS `81 BA ‘77  
Benjamin L. Webber, CRT `09    
Stanley A. Youdelman, DDS `64, 

and Lois J. Youdelman
Babak Yousefi, MS `08

* Deceased

Recognizing Your Support
Special thanks to the alumni, staff, faculty and friends who support the School of Dental Medicine. Their generosity 

helps sustain the tradition of philanthropy and excellence that is the heritage and future of the school. Gifts come in 

all sizes, provide scholarship support, enhance the work of faculty and student research, and provide equipment and 

facility upgrades. The following donors made gifts of $1,000 or more between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012. (Only UB 

degrees are listed; CRT denotes UB post-doctoral certificate program.)  

The following donors have generously designated the School of  
Dental Medicine as the beneficiary of planned gifts from their estates. 
We are pleased to welcome them to the Edmund Hayes Society.

Steven A. Guttenberg, DDS `69, BA `65, and Diana W. Guttenberg;
Roger W. Triftshauser, DDS `61 

We strive to ensure that gifts are listed accurately. If any information 
listed is incorrect, please call the Office of Development at (716) 829-3326 
or email kusu@buffalo.edu.
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CEcourse calendar
School of Dental Medicine Office of Continuing Dental Education

DEC. 7 
(9 a.m. to noon)

Forensic Dentistry: Current 
Perspectives (with live 
demos)

Ray Miller, DDS, Mary Bush, 
DDS, and Mr. Peter Bush

UB Alumni Member: $95
Nonmember: $125
Team Member: $65

3 CE HRS

DEC. 13
(6 TO 9 P.M.)

UB Implant Study Club

Fixed Prosthodontics 

Carlo Ercoli, DDS

single meeting attendance: $295

3 CE HRS

DEC. 14 
(8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

Head & Neck Anatomy and 
Implant Placement Cadaver 
Workshop

Charles Severin,  
MD, PhD, and Sebastiano  
Andreana, DDS, MS

Tuition: $1,500

Enrollment limited to 15

7 CE HRS

UB*CDE is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals 
in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, 
nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry. UB*CDE designates these activities for continuing education credits. 

APRIL 19 
(noon to 5 p.m.)

1st Annual UB Dental / 8th 
District Conference: CE 
Program & Vendor Expo

Current Concepts in Dental 
Therapy

Drs. Glick, Ciancio and Genco

UB South Campus
UB Alumni/District Member: $125
Nonmember: $145
Team Member: $75

3 CE HRS

APRIL 26
(9 A.M. TO 4 P.M.)

Porcelain Veneers Workshop

All day hands-on!

Guest faculty: David Rice, DDS

UB Alumni Member: $525
Nonmember: $625
Team Member Audit: $125

6 CE HRS

May 2-3
Repeats June 6-7 
(9 A.M. TO 4 P.M.)

Individualized Endodontics 
Lecture & Workshop

“…mano a mano”

Tuition: $895

Limited to eight participants

14 CE HRS

MAY 10 
(9 a.m. to 4 p.m.)

UB Dental Hygiene 
Symposium

Improving Periodontal 
Treatment and Acceptance

Adam’s Mark Hotel

Kristen Esler, RDH

Hygienist: $125 before March 1, 
$145 after March 1

Assistant: $145
Dentist: $195

6 CE HRS

FEB. 28
(6 TO 9 P.M.)

UB Implant Study Club

Regenerative Materials / 
Techniques with Hands-On 
Socket Preservation & Sinus 
Augmentation Workshop

Kate Kolthoff, Certified Tissue 
Bank Specialist

single meeting attendance: $295

3 CE HRS

APRIL 12
(9 A.M. TO 4 P.M.)

Practical Periodontal 
Therapy: Save the Tooth or 
What’s Next

Faculty: Sebastian Ciancio, 
DDS, and Othman Shibly, DDS

UB Alumni Member: $175
Nonmember dentist: $225
Team Member: $95

6 CE HRS

APRIL 19 
(8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)

Annual NYSSO Meeting

Hotel Albany

Efficient/Effective Digital 
Orthodontics, plus NYS 
Dentistry Laws and Office 
of Professional Discipline: 
Friend or Foe?

NYSSO Member: $225
Nonmember Orthodontist: $265
Team Member: $95

6 CE HRS

Course  
Registration 
Confirmation notice will 
be emailed upon receipt of 
your tuition payment.

TO REGISTER:

PHONE: 

Call 716-829-2320 
Toll Free 800-756-0328

ONLINE: Complete course 
details and online registration 
available on the UB dental 
events course calendar at  
www.ubdentalalumni.com
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Annamarie Phalen
Associate Director, 
Continuing Dental Education

MAY 17 (tentative)
(9 A.M. TO 4 P.M.)

Annual John J. Cunat 
Lecture

Salvatore’s, Buffalo, N.Y.

Topic/speaker TBA

UB Alumni Member: $225
Nonmember: $265
Team Member: $95

6 CE HRS

MAY 30-JUNE 1
(Thursday 5 to 9 p.m.;  
Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.;  
Saturday 9 a.m. to noon)

Simplified Placement of 
Implants

Lecture, hands-on lab and demo

Sebastiano Andreana, DDS, 
MS, and adjunct faculty

UB Alumni Member: $1,195
Nonmember: $1,295
Team Member audit  

(Sat. only): $95

16 CE HRS

MAY 31 (tentative)
(9 A.M. TO 4 P.M.)

Annual Sugarman Fund 
Lecture

Holiday Inn Downtown Buffalo

Topic/speaker TBA

UB Alumni, AO, or MDSTC Member: 
$175

Nonmember: $225
Team Member: $95

6 CE HRS

JUNE 7
(9:30 A.M. TO 3:30 P.M.)

Inaugural New Dentist 
Quinary

800 Maple Road, Amherst, N.Y.
New Dentist: $55
All others: $155

5 CE HRS

JUNE 12-14
UB Oral biology grad 
program: 50th anniversary

Hotel @ The Lafayette, Buffalo

Oral Microbiome, Immunity 
and Chronic Disease Biology

UB Dental Alumni Member: $195
Nonmember Doctor: $245
All others: $95

12 CE HRS

JUNE 26-28
(Lectures 9 A.M. daily)

Chautauqua Institution

33rd Annual Dental Congress

Sebastiano Andreana, DDS, MS 
Michael Hatton, DDS  
Eugene Pantera, DDS, MS

UB Alumni Member: $195
Nonmember Doctor: $225
All others: $95

12 CE HRS

Travel opportunities are available through collaborations 
with other university dental schools. Please reference 
UB when reserving your spot.

Travel Courses

FEB. 23-MARCH 2, 2013

Seven-day Southern Caribbean cruise
Aboard Celebrity Summit, in partnership with  
University of Toronto

Medical Emergencies in Dentistry

Daniel Haas, DDS
Cruise cabins start at $1,518 for two passengers
Tuition: $595 CAD/dentist and $200 CAD/team member

8 CE HRS

Call 800-856-8826

JUNE 9, 2013

seven-night western  
mediterranean cruise
Aboard Norwegian Epic, in partnership with Pitt and Creighton

Conscious Sedation Consulting
cruise prices starting at $1,149 per person
tuition: $550

8 CE HRS

Call 610-399-4501

JUNE 29-JULY 6, 2013

Hawaii
Seven-day cruise aboard Norwegian Pride of America, in  
partnership with University of Alabama

Medical Emergencies in the Dental Office:  
A Simple Approach

Steven J. Filler, DDS
cruise prices starting at $1,149 per person
Tuition: $375

8 CE HRS

Call 800-856-8826

oct. 4, 2013

Discover Sicily
Seven-night land package with tours

Imparare degli Impianti Dentali in Italia!

Sebastiano Andreana, DDS, MS
package prices starting at $1,995 including accommodations, 

transportation, tours, guide, tax and some meals
tuition: $425

10 CE HRS

Call 800-856-8826
All information correct as of press time. UB CDE reserves the 
right to change tuition, dates, topics and/or speakers.
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Whether they are recent graduates or veteran faculty members, attendees of the annual Buffalo 
Niagara Dental Meeting can find something of interest and value.
	 The 2012 installment, the 35th edition of the meeting, was no different, drawing thousands 
of dental practitioners to the Buffalo Niagara Convention Center from Oct. 3-5 for engaging 
lectures on cutting-edge procedures, dental office equipment displays and, of course, one of 
the biggest draws, the UB School of Dental Medicine’s alumni reunion events. The UB Den-
tal Alumni Association sponsors the annual convention, which includes continuing education 
courses and information booths featuring more than 100 exhibitors.

For many, the Buffalo Niagara meeting offers all the substance of the larger dental conventions 
around the country with the added bonus of convenience. “Over the years, they’ve had some very 
good, nationally recognized speakers,” says Joseph Zambon, SUNY Distinguished Teaching  
Professor in SDM’s Department of Periodontics and Endodontics. “It’s a good opportu-
nity for local practitioners to be exposed to national speakers on a variety of topics 
without having to go to Chicago, Los Angeles or New York City.”

This year, a diverse group of speakers—including several SDM alumni—hailing 
both from the region and from afar offered 30 courses in lecture and hands-on 
formats that appealed to dentists, dental students and dental staff members.

The speakers, courses and camaraderie are just some of the reasons Joseph 
Breloff, ’75, has been coming to the meeting for three decades. “The people who 
organize this—everything is so efficient and run so smoothly. It’s two to three days 
of continuing education, socializing and learning. It’s why I haven’t missed it for 30 
years,” says Breloff, who as a practice transition consultant at Jim Kasper Associ-
ates also helped staff the company’s exhibit booth. There’s also the enjoyment of 
catching up with classmates and seeing colleagues in dentistry from around the 
area. “It’s been fantastic,” says Breloff. “There’s a real close bond and camaraderie 
with people who go to UB.”

For many, like SDM’s Zambon, the event serves as an avenue for seeing some 
familiar old faces. “I’ll go in and see classmates I haven’t seen in a while. People 
will come up to the school to take a look around and see what’s changed,”  
Zambon says, adding, “It’s always nice to see former students come back.”

The meeting offered several opportunities to connect with colleagues and former classmates, 
including the Wednesday evening opening night celebration, the “Remember When” reception 
for reunion classes, and the reunion dinner dance in the Hyatt Hotel.

The reunion dinner dance also provided the venue for salutes to the school’s featured classes, 
with remarks provided by master of ceremonies Raymond Miller, ’85, and presentation of the 
Honor and Humanitarian awards by SDM Alumni Association president Joshua Hutter, ’05. In 
addition, longtime alumni office staff member Marilyn Sulzbach was surprised to receive a Dis-
tinguished Service award following a wonderful introduction by Stanley Zak, ’76. 

All in all, the food was great, the camaraderie was wonderful, and the final surprise of the night 
came when Major Gen. (ret.) Russell Czerw, ’87, joined the band to sing his rendition of Louis 
Armstrong’s “What a Wonderful World.”

Next year’s meeting is scheduled for Sept. 25-27 at the Buffalo Niagara Convention Center.

something 
for everyone

By DAVID J. HILL
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A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S

H O N O R  AWAR    D

William R. Calnon, ’78
William R. Calnon has been actively involved 
in advancing dentistry his entire career. Be-
fore he became president of the American 
Dental Association, he completed a four-
year term on the ADA Board of Trustees 
representing the dentists of New York. He 
was a member of the Council on Dental 
Practice and served on key committees and 
subcommittees. Calnon is past president of 
the New York State Dental Association, the 
Seventh District Dental Society and Monroe 
County Dental Society. In addition, he is a 
fellow of the American College of Dentists, 
the International College of Dentists and the 
Pierre Fauchard Academy. He served on the 
New York State Board of Dentistry for nine 
years and chaired its Committee on Licen-
sure. Calnon graduated magna cum laude 
from the State University of New York (SUNY) 
College of Environmental Science and For-
estry at Syracuse University and received his 
dental degree cum laude from UB in 1978. 
He is a partner in Calnon & Cilano, DDS, PC, 
a general dental practice in Rochester. He 
currently serves as interim director of the 
Eastman Institute of Oral Health, as well as 

acting chair of 
the Department 
of Dentistry at 
the University of 
Rochester. Calnon 
lives in Spencer-
port, N.Y., with his 
wife, Mary Kay. 
They have two 
sons, Christopher, 
’08, a dentist in 
the same prac-
tice, and Timothy, 
who is in his 
fourth year at the 
School of Dental 
Medicine.

WILLIAM CALNON, ‘78, RIGHT, WITH 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
JOSHUA HUTTER, ’05.
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A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S

H U MAN   I TAR   I AN   AWAR    D

Michael N. Hatton, ’82
Michael Hatton came from humble beginnings, the son of poorly 
educated immigrant stock from Northern Europe. He was the 
first person in his family to graduate high school. He attended 
Chaminade High School in Mineola, N.Y., a 
Catholic college prep school for boys, which 
changed his life immeasurably for the positive. 
After high school, he became a professional 
“on the road” musician, and then worked for 
several years as a commercial fisherman. At 
the ripe age of 28, Hatton went on to graduate 
from Long Island University, C.W. Post College 
with a bachelor’s degree in biology.

While starting in a graduate program in  
molecular genetics, he had a conversation with 
the late Robert Gorlin, a giant in the field of 
syndromes of the head and neck. Gorlin con-
vinced Hatton to enter dentistry, with the goal of 
becoming an oral and maxillofacial surgeon. He 
graduated from the UB School of Dental Medi-
cine in 1982. He received his master’s degree in 
oral medicine in 1986 from UB, and completed 
specialty training in oral and maxillofacial 
surgery and board certification in 1988 and 
1989 respectively. Hatton is currently a clinical 
associate professor in SDM’s Department of 
Oral Diagnostic Sciences. He has also been in 
the private practice of oral and maxillofacial surgery for nearly 25 
years, and has more than 30 publications in scientific literature. 
Hatton recently started a course in physical diagnosis at the dental 
school, which now teaches second-year dental students how to ex-
amine the head and neck, cardio-pulmonary, abdominal systems 
and neuroextremities—similar to what a medical student learns. 
Hatton is the first dental instructor at the new Behling Simula-
tion Center at UB. He trains medical and dental groups using the 
latest innovative “immersion-based” learning methodology.

Hatton was recently elected secretary/treasurer of the honorary  
dental fraternity Omicron Kappa Upsilon, Lambda Lambda 
Chapter. He has participated in several BOCA missions and  
local charitable clinics as part of the dental school. He holds  
advanced “black belts” in two martial arts, is an active scuba 
diver, an ocean sailor, and holds a 100-ton merchant marine  
license, in addition to being a ham radio operator.

He is married to Elizabeth R. Hatton, who is a family medicine 
physician in Amherst, N.Y. Elizabeth is also a teaching faculty 
member in the departments of Family Medicine and Oral Diag-
nostic Sciences.

The Hattons are most proud of raising eight children, four of whom 
have served in this nation’s military, with a few more ready to join.

Michael hatton, right, 
with joshua hutter.
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A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S

D is  t i n guis    h e d  S e r v i c e  A w a r d

Marilyn Sulzbach
Marilyn Sulzbach was presented with a Distinguished Service 
Award from the UB Dental Alumni Association and the UB School 
of Dental Medicine at the Buffalo Niagara Dental Meeting (BNDM) 
in October. The award was in recognition of her outstanding dedi-
cation, commitment and support.

Sulzbach has worked at UB for 28 years. Until 1993, she worked 
with Norman Corah and Elliot Gale in the Department of Behavioral 
Sciences, and with Norman Mohl and others in the Department of 
Oral Medicine. She then moved to the school’s alumni office, sup-
porting the Dental Alumni Association and the Buffalo Niagara Den-
tal Meeting. Over the past 20 years, more staff has been added as 
activities have increased, but Sulzbach has been the one constant. 

“Marilyn has had the best interests of the alumni association in mind 
all the time she has worked for us,” says Paul Di Benedetto, ’79, 
committee chair of the BNDM. “She guided all of the alumni presi-
dents as to important dates, letters to write, meetings to attend and 
correct protocol. I also feel privileged to have worked so closely with 
her for the BNDM. She has been with us every step of the way as the 
convention grew to what it is today—upstate’s premier dental event. 
She has been our representative on the phone or in person with our 
members, exhibitors, the convention center and especially with the 
school administration. She has always handled herself in a most 
professional manner. Virtually everyone in the Western New York 
dental community knows Marilyn, and because she has positively 
touched so many of us, our recognition of her is well deserved.”

Although she passed the torch as executive secretary to Sherry 
Szarowski in 2010, Sulzbach remains a vital member of the 
alumni office staff and is co-editor of UB Dentist magazine. 
“Marilyn has been an excellent mentor for me,” says Szarowski. 

“She models dedica-
tion and loyalty, and 
shows great concern 
for the welfare and 
success of the alum-
ni and the school, 
always placing their 
interests first. The 
respect that alums 
and the school com-
munity have for her 
is always evident. 
She has been so 
generous with her 
time to teach me this 
job. She means so 
much to all of us.”

marilyn Sulzbach is surrounded by staff and 
executive council of the alumni association.
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oooOf his time in dental school, Michael Hess, 
’72, still remembers one time in  
particular, a moment that quickly laid  
the foundation for his attitude toward  
patients. It was during his first lecture in a 
gross anatomy course taught by Dr. O.P. 
Jones, an intimidating and highly respected 
instructor in the school. 

“He lifted up his finger and pointed at all the freshman 
medical and dental students and said, ‘Don’t ever forget: 
You’ll be given a license to treat other human beings. 
Treat that privilege with respect.’ I thought that was pretty 

powerful and it really set the 
tone for me as far as how I 

treat patients today,” says 
Hess, Class of ’72 reunion 
committee chair.

Alumni from across the 
decades surely shared similar 
stories over the first few days in 
October at the annual Buffalo 
Niagara Dental Meeting, the 
area’s largest meeting of dental 
professionals and exhibitors. 
UB Dentist sought out a few 
SDM alumni to share their 

experiences and advice for SDM students.
In addition to Jones, Hess fondly recalls 

two leaders of the school during his time: 
first Richard Powell and then-Dean William 
Feagans, who offered Hess a part-time 
teaching position immediately after gradu-
ation. “The combination of their strengths 
meant so much to us,” Hess says, noting 

that Powell, a former Marine, “ran the school like a battlefield,” 
while Feagans placed greater emphasis on research. “They were 
strong leaders, two standard-bearers,” says Hess.

He operates a practice in Lockport, where he grew up. Dentistry 
has enabled him to pass many opportunities on to his family, 
including his children and 11 grandchildren. “My 
New York State license plate says it all,” Hess says, 
adding that it spells out “A great family.”

By DAVID J. HILL

o n  s d m  d a y s

R e u n i o n  c h a i r s  

r e f l e c tr e f l e c tr e f l e c t
AlumniNews

1

’47

’57

’62

Celia and Robert Gartler, ‘47.
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He adds that he’s been blessed to have enjoyed long-term 
relationships with several of his classmates, most notably Peter 
Mascari and his wife, Robyn, and the late Robert Smith.

Asked what advice he’d offer SDM students, Hess says: “I would 
say they need to enjoy what they are doing, whether it’s clinical 
dentistry, research or teaching, and remember that they do have 
the privilege of helping others and they should respect that privi-
lege and wear it as a badge of honor.”

Mark Mahaney, ’82, also has enjoyed a long and rewarding ca-
reer in dentistry. He can look back on his dental school days at UB 
and say now with certainty that while it might not have seemed 
worthwhile at the time, those long hours truly paid off.

That’s the advice he offers to current SDM students. “It’s a lot 
of hard work, but if you stick with it, it’s a very rewarding career,” 
Mahaney says. “Dentistry is a wonder-
ful profession. I wondered sometimes if 
it was worth it, but it turned out to be.”

Mahaney, who chairs the Class of 
1982 reunion committee, said he looks 
forward to the reunion events that are 
planned each year around the meeting. 
“Just the feeling of camaraderie with 
fellow classmates. It lasts to this day,” 
says Mahaney, who operates a practice 
in Lockport. “We pick up right where 
we left off. You can go decades without 
seeing someone and feel like we’re still 
friends at the reunion.”

Alfred Falcone, ’47, also recently shared some fond memo-
ries of his dental school days, including this slightly different 
memory of O.P. Jones: “He occasionally gave an unannounced 
10-minute quiz to the assembled class. Papers were turned in 
and corrected. The top grade was about 70, so if one got a 45 he 
was doing well. One day when the papers were returned and the 
questions reviewed, Leonard Fox noted an error and thought 
he should have a better grade. He went up to Dr. Jones and 

pointed out the error. Dr. Jones said, ‘Leave your paper with me 
and I’ll go over it.’ When Leonard got his paper back the grade 
was much lower than before. Lesson learned: Do not mess with 
Dr. Jones.”

Joseph LaNasa, ’57, recalls his SDM days when he carpooled 
to school each day with a few other students who all lived on 

Buffalo’s West Side. “One of the fellas asked me to be a study 
partner. I said I wasn’t a particularly good student, but I’d do it. If 
it wasn’t for him, I don’t know if I’d be a dentist now. We studied 
hard, repeated stuff, quizzed each other,” says LaNasa, whose 
nephew, Joseph Modica, ’82, operates the Williamsville practice 
LaNasa owned until his retirement in 2001.

To current dental students, LaNasa says, “I suggest they absorb 
as much as possible and don’t try to shortchange yourself—take 
advantage of all the knowledge afforded you.”

4

’82

’72

’87

John Canney, ’52, and Vincent Jagodzinski, ’52, join Michael 
Valerio, ’14, who provided music at the reunion dinner.
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ClassNotes
geon; his wife is a surgical assis-
tant and currently a client service 
manager at Scheff Thompson 
Cress Investment Group.

Northtowns Oral 
& Maxillofacial 
Surgery wel-
comed Tara  
Halliwell-
Kemp, ’05, to 
the practice. 

Halliwell-Kemp, a Buffalo native, 
completed her bachelor of sci-
ence degree at Canisius College 
and received her medical and 
dental degrees and oral and max-
illofacial surgery training at UB.

Hubert W. Merchant, ’42, died Jan. 14, 
2012. He was 91.

Michael T. Phillips, ‘49, of Norwich, Conn., 
died Sept. 26, 2012, at age 90. He interrupted 
his education at the University of Connecticut 
as a result of the bombing of Pearl Harbor, 
waived his college deferment and enlisted 
in the Army Air Corps in December 1941. He 
was a first lieutenant in the 401st Bombard-
ment Group, and flew as navigator of the 
lead B-17 “I’ll Be Seeing You” in 25 missions 
over Germany and five over France and 
Belgium. His name is inscribed on the Wall 
of Liberty, European Theater of Operation, 
World War II. After UB, he returned to Nor-
wich to practice dentistry. He was a 61-year 
member of the Connecticut State Dental As-
sociation, and he was bestowed a Life Mem-
bership in the American Dental Association.

Burton H. Singer, ’49, a retired dentist, 
World War II veteran and retired colonel in 
the U.S. Army Reserve, died Aug. 13, 2012, in 
Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital in Buffa-
lo. He was 89. During World War II, he served 
as a medical assistant on the USS Comfort, 
a hospital ship, in the Pacific Theater. He 
was awarded the World War II Victory Medal, 

American Campaign Medal and Asiatic Pa-
cific Campaign Medal. After completing den-
tal school, he opened a practice in Buffalo. 
He later opened an office in Kenmore with 
his twin brother, Eugene. Singer was sworn 
in as a major in the U.S. Army Reserve in 
1968 and retired as a colonel in 1983.

Robert Silsbee, ’51, died at the Syracuse 
Veterans Hospital on May 29, 2012. He was 
88. In his life’s work as a dentist, he dedi-
cated himself to promoting and practicing 
modern dental techniques and procedures. 
He was known for his consummate profes-
sionalism and his complete commitment  
to the health of those whom he treated as 
patients and thought of as friends. He served 
in the Army in World War II from March 1943 
to February 1946 and after receiving an  
honorable discharge, studied dentistry on 
the GI Bill at Baylor University and UB.

Rosario V. Triolo, ’51, died July 20, 2012.

Charles John Foss, ’52, died March 4, 2012. 
He was 86. Foss joined the Navy at the start 
of World War II, when he was 17. He served 
in the Pacific Theater aboard the USS George 
Clymer until February 1946. Upon returning 
to the States, he went back to high school 

for his diploma and received his DDS degree 
from UB. Instead of dentistry, Foss went 
into business with his father-in-law and 
became a Chevrolet dealer in the Bronx, 
N.Y. He retired in 1980.

Christy M. Feneck, ’53, died July 27, 2012, 
at age 92. He retired from dentistry after 
practicing for 27 years in New York,  
California and Florida.

Robert A. Olsen, ’53, of Lansingburgh, N.Y., 
died on July, 19, 2012. He was 91. Olsen 
enlisted in the Navy in 1944 and served until 
1946, serving aboard the USS John R. Pierce 
DD 753. He served on the Third District Den-
tal Society Executive Committee for 25 years, 
19 years as treasurer, and was the second 
recipient of the Dr. David E. Hunn Award for 
Dedication to Perfection of Dentistry. He 
was a member of the American Dental As-
sociation and the New York State Dental As-
sociation, and was selected by his peers for 
election to the American College of Dentists. 

Douglas W. Moran, ‘55, of Whitesboro, N.Y., 
died June 7, 2012, at age 86.

Jarvis E. Hyzer, ’56, of Otego, N.Y., and Vero 
Beach, Fla., died July 7, 2012. Hyzer served 

InMemoriam

Irving Plutzer, ’45, reports 
that he is great-grandfather to 
Caleb Mallo. Plutzer and his 
wife, Ethel, will be celebrating 
their 65th wedding anniversary 
on April 18, 2013. He is looking 
forward to his 70th reunion be-
ing held during the 2015 Buf-
falo Niagara Dental Meeting.

William B. Maher, ’63, and his 
wife, Dawn, were presented the 
Hilbert College Medal for their 
enduring humanitarian efforts 
and resolute commitment to 
the impoverished people of the 
Dominican Republic. Maher is a 
retired oral and maxillofacial sur-

Lisa DeLucia, ’08, teaches  
pediatric dentistry residents at  
URMC’s Eastman Institute for 
Oral Health, and is a faculty 
member for the Leadership 
Education in Neurodevelop-
mental Disabilities (LEND) 
Fellowship program in hopes 
of inspiring another genera-
tion of oral health providers to 
care for this population. She 
also has a private practice in 
Webster, N.Y. DeLucia complet-
ed a pediatric dentistry resi-
dency at Children’s Hospital in 
Boston and Harvard School of 
Dental Medicine, and became 
a Diplomate of the American 

Halliwell-kemp

Al Cantos, ’81, was appoint-
ed director of the Screening 
Clinic at the dental school 
May 1. He had been acting 
director since August 2011. 
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Board of Pediatric Dentistry 
and an active member of the 
American Academy of Develop-
mental Medicine and Dentistry, 
among others. She returned 
to her native Rochester to 
complete the LEND Fellow-
ship, which allowed her to gain 
additional experience in care 
for people with developmental 
disabilities, especially with 
policy issues affecting their 
access to health care. Since 
then, she’s been a staunch 
advocate by not only treating 
patients with intellectual dis-

abilities, but also by educating 
other providers in order to 
increase their comfort level 
in caring for and awareness 
of this severely underserved 
population.

Khaled Shaikhi (MS in Oral 
Sciences, ’12; Cert. in Oral 
Pathology, ’12) became a 
fellow of the American Acad-
emy of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology after successfully 
passing the fellowship exami-
nation at the annual meeting 
of the AAOMP in Minneapolis 
in June.

the local community as a dentist for 40 years 
before retiring in 1994. He was a member of 
the Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honorary Society 
of UB and the Sixth District Dental Society. 
He was also a captain in the U.S. Army.

Edward J. Downes, ’58, former president of 
the New York State Dental Association, died 
June 12, 2012. He was 78. Downes practiced 
general dentistry in Albany for 47 years. As 
president of the New York State Dental As-
sociation, he revitalized the Empire Dental 
Political Committee and created the New 
York State Dental Foundation.

Charles M. Morreale, ’63, of Fairport, N.Y., 
died Sept. 22, 2012.

John R. Boulé, ’64, of Plattsburgh, N.Y., died 
Dec. 26, 2011. He was 73. Like his father and 
brother before him, he pursued a career in 
dentistry. Boulé returned to Plattsburgh in 
the summer of 1964 with his wife to join his 
father and brother at Boulé Family Dentistry 
until his retirement in 2007. He served in the 
United States Army Reserves from 1964-69 
with the 310th Army Field Hospital.

Ted Aspes, ’71, died at home in Atlanta on 
Aug. 29, 2012, after a valiant fight against 

brain cancer. He was 66. He served as a 
captain in the Air Force at Moody Air Force 
Base in Valdosta, Ga. In 1975, he moved 
to Atlanta and established his practice in 
Smyrna, Ga., where he worked for more 
than 33 years. Though best known for Julia 
Roberts’ smile, he treated thousands of 
patients during his career and was honored 
to be treating the children of many of his 
former patients.

Elliot L.  Kaminitz, ‘72, died June 20, 2012. 
He was 65. After dental school, he was 
commissioned in the Navy and spent his 
last tour of duty in Newport, R.I., where  
he decided to stay and raise his family.  
Kaminitz practiced dentistry for more than 
40 years in Newport.

Larry Michael Rubin, ’72, died July 13, 2012, 
at age 65, following a long illness. Rubin 
served as a captain in the U.S. Air Force 
from 1972-74. He practiced dentistry in 
Rotterdam, N.Y., for 33 years.

Robert E. Smith, ’73, of Milford, Conn., 
died Aug. 6, 2012, after a brief illness. 
Smith practiced dentistry in the Milford/
Derby area for nearly 40 years.

Mike Hatton (’82; MS Oral Sciences, ’86; GPR, 
’88; Cert. in Oral Maxillofacial Surgery, ’88) 
was appointed director of the Urgent Care Clinic 
in the dental school, effective May 1. He had 
been acting director since August 2011. 

An oral surgeon and a former depart-
ment chairman in UB’s dental school, 
Margarone, of West Seneca, died July 
24, 2012. He was 75. He served as chair 
of UB’s oral and maxillofacial surgery 
department from 1983-97 and was 
instrumental in creating a program 
with the medical school to train oral 
surgeons as physicians. In addition to 
his private practice, he was a clinical 
instructor and a clinical assistant pro-
fessor at UB. With Ugo Covani, he es-
tablished the annual surgical anatomy 
and advanced implantology course at 
UB for visiting dentists from Italy. Flu-
ent in Italian, he also lectured on den-
tal topics in Italy during a sabbatical in 
1985. He was director of the UB oral 
and maxillofacial surgery training pro-
gram and director of the oral surgery 
training program at Buffalo General 
Hospital. He was the first dentist to 
serve as president of the medical and 
dental staff at Buffalo General.

jOSEPH edward 
MARGARONE JR., ’62
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What is your involvement with 
the dental school?

I was given a faculty appointment 
as a clinical assistant professor 
at SDM. I’m in the clinic providing 
consultative services, answering 
any questions that may arise from 
students, patients or faculty. My 
students and I do this either by 
providing them with immediate 
answers or, if the question requires 
some researching, through our 
newsletter distributed to all third- 
and fourth-year DDS students and 
faculty, usually twice monthly.

How many days a week will you 
be in Squire Hall?

My teaching responsibilities at the 
School of Pharmacy and Pharma-
ceutical Sciences sometimes take 
me away from Squire Hall, but I’m 
usually there at least twice a week 
and sometimes three, on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, when the 
clinic is busiest. When I have phar-
macy students on their fourth-year 
clinical rotations with me, they are 
at the clinic most days of the week.

What is unique about this  
arrangement between SDM and 
the pharmacy school?

Honestly, it’s probably the only one of  
its kind in the country. Other dental 
schools do have relationships  
with pharmacy students and 
faculty where they provide con-
sultation services within a large 

multidisciplinary clinic, but there 
are none to my knowledge where 
a pharmacist is a dedicated fac-
ulty member and clinic resource 
like we have at SDM.

How beneficial is it to have a 
pharmacist working alongside 
the DDS students?

It’s an extra resource to commu-
nicate with outside of a tertiary 
database. Databases about drugs 
are great, but they can’t make 
clinical decisions for you. There 
is a human component, a deci-
sion component, to every choice 
in dental practice. What’s good for 
one person isn’t good for the next 
and it helps to be able to consult 
with a pharmacist in such cases. 
Not only is it beneficial for the 
students and faculty, but it is also 
important to instructional methods 
in both of our schools. Accrediting 
bodies like to see interprofessional 
teamwork between health care 
professions and this is a wonderful 
example of how we’re making that 
happen in practice. We’re happy to 
be part of the SDM team.

Do you teach any dental courses?

I don’t teach in any dental courses 
yet, but it has been talked about and 
I would be thrilled to have that op-
portunity. I think that by seeing me 
early in the curriculum, it might help 
reinforce to the DDS students that 
I’m here and ready to help when they 
get to the clinic in their third year.

How might the curriculum change 
as a result of this new partnership?

Dental pharmacotherapy isn’t a big 
component of our education, but 
I’m looking to change that in our 
curriculum. While it doesn’t need to 
be a major topic, it is still important 
for pharmacy students to know how 
medications they may suggest can 
have an impact on the oral cavity.

What have you enjoyed thus far 
about this experience?

I’d say the same thing about work-
ing at the pharmacy school, but I 
love teaching the students about 
the subtleties of drug therapy and 
how it can affect their patients. 
Dentists really don’t prescribe that 
many things, but a lot of things 
they prescribe or use in dental 
procedures can interact with a 
number of disease states or drug 
treatments. It makes me most 
happy when I can teach a student— 
be it dental or pharmacy—about 
an important clinical pearl.

— David J. Hill

An innovative new interprofessional partnership between SDM and UB’s School of Pharmacy and 
Pharmaceutical Sciences is allowing dentists and pharmacists at UB to work more closely than ever 
before—all with an eye toward providing better patient care.

Under the new partnership, which began in June 2012, a member of the UB Pharmacy faculty 
and a fourth-year pharmacy student are available to support patient care in the dental school’s 
clinics, providing a unique opportunity for students in both disciplines to learn from one another.

Mark Wrobel, PharmD ’05, is heading up the program. This is Wrobel’s seventh year at UB. 
Prior to that, he completed a one-year postgraduate ambulatory pharmacy care residency at 
Lifetime Health Medical Group in West Seneca.

This interprofessional partnership offers a number of benefits in the clinics, including the 
opportunity for in-person and written pharmacy consultations with DDS students providing 
patient care, as well as real-time answers to medication-related questions and helping dental 
students with counseling techniques and prescription writing.

Wrobel answered a few questions about the new program.
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MLMIC is the one ally you want when you enter the courtroom and your practice and reputation

are on the line. The jury may be out. But, you can feel confident, knowing that no other insurer in

New York State provides the protection and dependability of MLMIC. ■ MLMIC’s dedicated 

underwriters, claims personnel, risk management consultants, and defense attorneys are always

responsive to your needs. ■ And, the NYSDA–MLMIC Program, now in its 18th year, is a 

program run by dentists for dentists. ■ For information, call

(800) 683-7769 (NYC), (888) 744-6729 (Syracuse),

(888) 263-2729 (Long Island), or (800) 635-0666

(Albany area). ■

We are MLMIC.
Our defense never rests.

Why the other
side hates to see
us on your side.
● We go to bat for you and preserve 

your good name.

● We aggressively defend and resist   
any payment for frivolous claims.

● We are a tough team to beat and 
we don’t give up.  

● We have the finest defense 
attorneys in the State, respected 
medical experts, and the country’s
largest and most experienced  
claims staff.

● We are not just your liability insurer. 
We are your legal guardians.

©2012 Medical Liability
Mutual Insurance Company

New York
Latham

Syracuse
East Meadow

Our defense never rests.
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School of Dental Medicine

Oral Microbiome Immunity & Chronic Disease
June 12 ~ 14, 2013

Welcome reception Wednesday evening at the symposium venue, Hotel Lafayette, 
a recently restored architectural gem in downtown Buffalo, NY.  

Scientific program Thursday & Friday, featuring distinguished faculty and UB graduates 
presenting leading edge research across the discipline. Poster presentation throughout 
the meeting.

Dinner Thursday evening at Templeton Landing on the Buffalo waterfront. Attendees 
& guests invited. Optional pre/post-event Buffalo~Niagara tours and trips. 

Event registration, travel & accommodation information, dinner and tour 
reservations online www.BuffaloCE.org or call 716.829.2320

Supported in part by an Educational Grant from SUNSTAR
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